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Context 

 BOCES is a resource of SED as noted in 
NYS RTTT application 

 S/CDN is an extension of the District 
Superintendent  



Background 

 Earlier this school year the DS’s 
requested that S/CDN author a report 
that would describe the impact of the 
conclusion of RTTT 

 This whitepaper has been distributed to 
S/CDN membership at large and can be 
found at 
http://www.ocmboces.org/tfiles/folder874/
NowWhatLifeInNewYorkAfterRTTT.pdf  

http://www.ocmboces.org/tfiles/folder874/NowWhatLifeInNewYorkAfterRTTT.pdf
http://www.ocmboces.org/tfiles/folder874/NowWhatLifeInNewYorkAfterRTTT.pdf


Contents of the Whitepaper  

 What has been done  
 Where we need to go  
 How are we going to get there 





























Current Pathways Under Consideration 

• CTE 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Humanities 
• Arts 



PARCC Update 

June 6, 2014 



PARCC Field Testing: 
Schools in 14 States & DC  
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• Over 1 million 
students 

• Nearly 16,000 
schools 

• 2 grades per 
school 
 
 



PARCC Field Testing in New York 

• 230 Schools in 75 Districts agreed to 
participate in the PARCC Field Test in Spring 
2014. 

• 60% of the field tests were administered 
online; 40% on paper. 

• Field tests were administered in ELA and Math 
in Grades 3-11. 
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• Opportunity for a 

number of important 
research studies. 

• Not designed to 
yield individual 
student, school, or 
district results. 

• No stakes for 
schools, teachers,  
or students. 

The field tests are 
designed to generate 
data to evaluate the 
quality of the test 
questions.  

Purpose of Field Tests 
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Field Test Benefits 

• Students become familiar with new item 
types and the test delivery platform 

• Teachers provide feedback to PARCC on 
“how it went” 

• Technology Coordinators evaluate their 
schools’ technology systems 

• Administrators evaluate overall readiness 
• Test Developers measure the reliability of the 

test questions 
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Field Test Feedback 

• Overall, across PARCC and in New York, the 
computer-based field test went smooth with 
isolated reports of technology challenges. 

• Almost all schools in New York that started the 
computer-based field test were able to 
complete the test. 

• A majority of students responding to the 
survey after the PBA field test indicated that 
they would prefer to take the test online. 
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Districts & Schools are saying… 

• The test delivery platform worked. There were glitches, 
but not at every school or for every student. 

• Time needed to prepare upfront was significant. 
• More staff need to be present to support test 

administration. 
• The field needs clearer documentation, resources, and 

training. 
• Students need practice with                                         the 

math equation editor. 
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Performance-Based Assessment 
Student Reported Problems - ELA 
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6.0% 
4.6% 

8.0% 

3.2% 

47.2% 

31.0% 

The computer stopped
working

The computer worked
slowly

I had a hard time dragging
or moving things on the
screen
I had a hard time making
changes to my answers

No problems happened
during the test

No Response



Performance-Based Assessment  
Student Reported Problems - Math 
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3.6% 
7.7% 

4.3% 

13.1% 

40.9% 

30.5% 

The computer stopped
working

The computer worked
slowly

I had a hard time dragging
or moving things on the
screen
I had a hard time making
changes to my answers

No problems happened
during the test

No Response



Advice for Preparing for  
Computer-Based Testing 

• Preparation is the key to success. 
• Computer-based testing requires a significant 

time commitment from network and 
technology staff. 

• Teachers and students need to use the 
technology and tools all year long to be 
comfortable and prepared for CBT. 
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Communication is Critical 

• Firewalls 
• Proctor Caching 
• TestNav 
• District IT 

Communications 

• Special Alerts 
• Technology Updates 
• New Tools 
• New Processes 
• Important Notices 

• Important Notices 
• Test Administration 

Policy 
• Test Sessions 

• Content Filters 
• Firewalls 
• Proxies 
• TestNav 
• District IT 

Communications 

LEA 
Technology 

Staff 

LEA & School 
Test 

Administrators 

School 
Technology 

Staff 
NYSED & 
PARCC 

30 



• Grades 2-8 
• Reading, Writing, Math 
• Some computer adaptive subtests 
• Designed to pinpoint students’ 

learning needs  

 

Diagnostic Assessments Mid-Year/Interim Assessments 
• Grades 3-11 
• ELA/Literacy and Math 
• Paper-based shifting to computer 

based 
• Built from released PBA tasks 
• Can be used for assessment at 

individual, classroom, school levels 
 

K-1 Formative Tasks Speaking & Listening Tools 
• Grades K-1 
• Reading and math 
• Instructionally embedded 

performance tasks 

• Grades K-12   
• Performance-based activities 
• Spontaneous oral response to oral 

prompt; share findings of research in 
an oral presentation 
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What’s Coming from PARCC 



Curriculum Updates 

• Arts standards are finalized and available on the 
web 
– Survey will be released to collect data re: 

implementation with a recommendation to BOE 
• Science: Strategic plan to be released in July 

regarding standards revisions/implementation 
– White paper will be released in the fall from content 

group focused on what should be done. 
• SS: Frameworks released, looking for writers for 

field guide; proposed release for the end of July. 
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