New York State Grade 6-8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric

SCORE
CRITERIA CCLS 4 3 2 1 0
Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —clearly intrpduce a tqpic ina — clearly introduce a topic in a —introduce a topic in a manner that | —introduce a topic in a manner —demonstrqte a lack of
the extent to which the manner thgt is compelling and manner that follows from the task follows generally from the task and | that does not logically follow from | comprehension of the text(s) or
essay conveys complex follows logically from the task and and purpose purpose the task and purpose task
ideas and information W2 | Purpose , , .
clearly and accurately in R.1-9 ; ate insiahtiul analvsis of | —GEMONStrate grade-appropriate —demor?strqte a }Ittiralt , —f?ﬁmton?trate litle understanding
order to support claims in the ?é?&:? fate insightiul analysis o analysis of the text(s) comprehension of the tex1(s) of the text(s)
an analysis of topics or
texts
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —develop the topic With_ yelevant, —develop ;r)e topic Wi_th relevant —partiallly develop the topic of the —demonstrate an attempt to use —prpvide no evidencg or
the extent to which the well-chosen facts, def|n!t|ons, facts, Qef|n|t|0ns, de;alls, ' essay with the use of some textual ewden;g, but only dpvelop !deas provide ewdence that is
essay presents evidence concrete details, quotations, or other | quotations, or other information and gwdence, some of which may be W|th m;mmal, occagonal evidence | completely irrelevant
from the provided texts to W9 information and examples from the examples from the text(s) irrelevant yvhlch is generally invalid or
support analysis and R.1-9 text(s) imelevant
reflection . ' . .

—sustain the use of varied, relevant | —sustain the use of relevant —use relevant evidence

evidence evidence, with some lack of variety | inconsistently
COHERENCE —gxhibit clear organi_zation, with Fhe —exhibit clear orggnization,l With —exh_ibit some attempt at —exh_ibit _Iittle attempt at —exhibit no evidence of
ORGANIZ ATIbN AND skﬂlfqlluse of appropriate gnd varied | the use of appropriate transitions to | organization, with inconsistent use organization, or attempts to organization
STYLE: the ext er'1t to which transitions to create a unified whole create a unified whole of transitions organize are irrelevant to the task
the essay logically and enhance meaning
2;%%2';? SS ggdm?nl? c))(rlrr(:sgcs)’n —establ@sh and maintain a_formal —estab_lish andlmaintain a formal —establish bu§ fa?l to me_lintain a —lack a forma_l s_tyle, usjng —use Ia_mguag(_a that is
using forr'nal style and W.2 styl_e, using grad_e-fa\ppropnate, style using precise language and formal style, with inconsistent use !anguagelthat is imprecise or pre(_jomlr_lantly incoherent or
precise language L3 sty||st|ca||y sophls_t!cated Ianguage_ domain-specific vocabulary of language and domain-specific inappropriate for the text(s) and copied directly from the text(s)

L6 and domain-specific vocabulary with vocabulary task

a notable sense of voice

—provide a concluding statement or | —provide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement | —do not provide a concluding

section that is compelling and follows | or section that follows from the or section that follows generally or section that is illogical or statement or section

clearly from the topic and information | topic and information presented from the topic and information unrelated to the topic and

presented presented information presented
CONTROL OF —demonstrate grade_—appropriate —demonstrate grade_—appropriate —demonst_rate emerging command —demonsyrate a I_ack of command | —are minimal, making .
CONVENTIONS: the extent command of conventions, with few comm.and of conventions, Wlth_ of conventions, with some errors of conventions, with frequent _ assessment of conventions
to which the essay W2 | errors occasional errors that do not hinder | that may hinder comprehension errors that hinder comprehension | unreliable
demonstrates command of L1 comprehension
the conventions of L2

standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling
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If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 2.

If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, incoherent, or blank should be given a 0.

A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.
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	The chart below shows the percentage of points that relate to Reading, Language, and Writing Standards. When reading these charts, it is essential to remember that most questions assess many standards simultaneously. Additionally, Reading Standards are divided by focus (Key Ideas, Craft and Structure, and Integration of Knowledge) to help guide instruction.  
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	Reading Standards (RL and RI)
	100% of points require close reading
	Language and Writing Standards
	Up to 45% of points require writing and command of language
	It should be noted that Standards RL8.1 and RI8.1 undergird all questions on the tests, as all will require text-based responses. Likewise, Standards RL8.10 and RI8.10 form the heart of all text-based CCLS instruction. While not assessed directly in questions, Standards RL8.10 and RI8.10 are present on the test in the form of rigorous, worthwhile texts. 
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	The 2013 Grade 8 Common Core English Language Arts Test will be scored using new rubrics. Both the English Language Arts 2-point and 4-point Rubrics have changed to reflect the new demands called for by the CCLS. 
	2-Point Rubric—Short-Response
	Extended-Response (4-Point) Holistic Rubric


