SCDN Fall 2011 Updates

APPR- From Allison Armor-Garb 

-The court ruling on APPR only applies certain aspects of the regulations

-SED encourages districts to continue to negotiate those elements of the APPR regulations that are untouched by the court’s ruling

-The ruling does apply to principal evaluations as well. Full details are available on the link below. 

Updated Guidance to the Field 
NYSED statement on appeal of NYSUT v. BOR
Assessment- From David Abrams 

September Regents item on Test Integrity issues under consideration include: 

Immediate Steps 
· New testing calendar for 3 – 8, same day administration with shorter testing windows 

· Training and proctoring certification same as Regents 

Possible Long Term Steps 

· Proctoring – AP Model 

· Longer Answer Sheet retention 

· Prohibition of local scoring 

· Centralized Scanning and Data Forensics 

· Distributed Scoring 
More considerations for changes from the BOR may be shared in October. 

Full details are available on the link below: 
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2011Meetings/September2011/911p12a8.pdf  

PARCC Assessments

-PARCC assessments may include 2 through course assessments AND one summative assessment that will be “performance-based and close-ended”
-SED will soon issue information for school districts of the technical considerations related to the PARCC assessments, including infrastructure considerations and items related to optimal testing situations.   

Reminder, your scoring and security procedures must now be included in your APPR document.

Data-From Ken Wagner
Teacher and Student Data Linkages
-Teacher and student data linkages will be collected to determine growth model calculations to build the portal for APPR data. 
-Attendance by a given student in a given teacher’s classroom (measured in minutes) will be the factor in determining a teacher’s impact or “dosage” towards student growth. 
-NYSED understands the complexities associated with this and they are working cautiously in building the portal to ensure equity and quality data.  
-Districts are encouraged to send questions to: teachereval@nysed.gov
Network Teams and SOW-From Ken Slentz (newly appointed Deputy Commissioner of P-12 Education) 

-Provided updates on the training for the Network Teams around APPR and continuing the work.

 -An FAQ and video tutorial on completing the updates on the Scope of Work has been promised on the NYSED website is now up: http://usny.nysed.gov/arra/rttt/apr.html

Ira Schwartz, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Accountability 

-There is a change in how schools with improvement designations will be expected to complete SQR’s (School Quality Reviews) Principals will be asked to take a very active role in leading a building that has been cited for improvement.
-More details on these expectations will be shared with our superintendents on November 4th. 
-There are potential state waivers from NCLB requirements that may be available to all states pending decisions from the US Department of Education.

-NYSED has developed a "Think Tank" to determine short and long term goals for NYS to take full advantage of the accountability system waiver option. 
