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Information on 
Grades 3-8 Testing

Steven Katz
Director

Office of State Assessment

Common Core Assessment Principles

• Increases in Rigor
– Many questions may be more advanced and 
complex

• Focus on Text
– ELA tests require students to carefully read and 
analyze passages

• Depth of Math
– Math tests require conceptual understanding and 
real‐world application
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Expectations for 2013 Tests

• New standards and expectations will likely 
result in fewer students meeting standards 

• This does not mean a decline in student 
learning or educator effectiveness

• Results will present a more accurate picture of 
where students are relative to college and 
career expectations

• Accountability status and educator 
evaluations will not change based on lower 
levels of proficiency

Information on 2013 Grades 3‐8 Tests

• Information on the 2013 tests can be found on 
NYSED’s website

– http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/eigen.h
tml

• Test guides – with test content and design

• Scoring turnkey training materials

• Estimated read times for each test item
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Information to be Provided

• Additional information will be posted on the 
website soon

– School Administrator’s Manual

– Scoring Leader Handbook

– Teacher’s Directions

• These materials will provide detailed 
information on administration and scoring 
procedures

Proctoring

• There are no changes to rules regarding who 
may proctor state assessments

• If assigned by their school administrator, 
teachers may continue to proctor their own 
students

• Information on proctoring can be found in the 
School Administrator’s Manuals:
– Elementary‐/Intermediate‐Level Tests: coming soon
– NYSESLAT: coming soon
– Secondary‐Level Tests:

www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/sam/secondary/home.html
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Reporting Testing Irregularities

• Policies regarding how to report testing 
irregularities have been changed

• Some irregularities continue to be reported to 
the Office of State Assessment

• Others are now reported to the Test Security 
Unit

• Information is included in the School 
Administrator’s Manual for each test

Report to Office of State Assessment

• Violations of communications device policy

• Confirmed cases of student fraud

• Interruptions of testing sessions (power 
outages, fire alarms, etc.)

• Administrations outside of scheduled time

• Failure to following scoring protocols

• Lost student answer papers

• Reports should be made via fax or email
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Report to Test Security Unit

• School officials or staff providing aid to a 
student during testing or changing student 
responses

• School officials or staff altering or incorrectly 
recording an exam score

• School staff instructing other staff to alter an 
exam score

• Reports should be made at:
– http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/ohe/tsei/irf.cfm

NYSED TEST SECURITY UNIT

STRIVING TO ENSURE 
THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
NEW YORK STATE 
TESTING PROGRAM

Tina Sciocchetti
Executive Director
Test Security and Educator Integrity
New York State Education Department
S/CDN Meeting, March 8, 2013
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Test Security Unit Genesis

“We are relying more than ever on state
exams. ... If we’re going to use the tests
in these ways, we need to be
absolutely certain that our system is
beyond reproach ... [and] ensure that
our tests are not compromised in any
way.”

Regents Chancellor Merryl H. Tisch

TEST SECURITY UNIT STAFF

 Two seasoned prosecutors

 Four investigators with combined 85 years of 
state and federal law enforcement 
experience

 Dedicated IT support to create on-line, web-
based processes and electronic “tip line”
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Help Districts Comply with Rules

 Integrity Officer Model
– 37 BOCES and Big 5 designees
– Dedicated TSU Investigator for each IO
– Provide specialized training and investigative support
– Pipeline to districts for training materials

 IO model allows districts to monitor conduct, provide 
remediation (“corrective action plans”)

 Move from paper-based to web-based system to 
provide on-line incident reporting process, electronic 
forms and guidance

How Can Test Scores Be 
Compromised by Educators?

1. Retaining 3-8 tests and field tests, using for next exam
2. Opening test materials before designated time
3. Distributing cheat sheets, formulas, definitions before test
4. Giving a student more time to take test 
5. Defining words, concepts, or questions, on test
6. Using voice inflection or physical gestures to cue answers
7. Coaching a student during testing 
8. Allowing a student to alter exam answers after test handed in 
9. Altering a student’s answers after test handed in 
10. Filling in blank bubbles left by students
11. Adding points to a student’s test score to help student pass
12. Altering a student’s test score during recording or reporting 
13. Coordinated exclusion / suspension of students with poor 

academic performance 
14. Encouraging low performers to stay home during testing
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Parental Opt Out

• All public and charter school students in 
Grades 3‐8 must take the state tests required 
for their grade

• There are no procedures for parents or 
students to opt out of required state tests

• Schools must administer tests to any student 
present during the testing window, including 
the make‐up period

• Information is posted online at:
– http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2013/s
tudent‐participation.pdf

Spring Field Testing

• Dates for spring field tests:

– Grades 3‐8 ELA and Math: June 3 ‐ 7

– Grades 4 and 8 Science: May 13 ‐ 17

– Regents Exams: early May – May 31

• Field testing is essential to ensure the validity 
and reliability of the assessments

• NYSED’s goal is to require only the minimum 
amount of field testing needed to build high 
quality assessments


