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New English Language Arts Rubrics 

The 2013 Grade 3 Common Core English Language Arts Test will be scored using new rubrics. 
Both the English Language Arts 2-point and 4-point Rubrics have changed to reflect the new 
demands called for by the CCLS.   
 
Short-Response (2-Point) Holistic Rubric 

Short-response questions will ask students to make a claim, take a position, or draw a conclusion, 
and then support it with details. This structure forms the foundation of the CCLS. As such, the 2-
point rubric focuses on both the inference and evidence a student provides. This structure allows 
students to have wide latitude in responding to each prompt so long as their response is 
supported by the text.   
 
Additionally, the expectation for all short responses will be complete, coherent sentences. By 
weaving these elements together the questions, responses, and scores remain firmly focused on 
student reading ability.   

2-Point Rubric—Short-Response 
Score Response Features 

2 Point  The features of a 2-point response are 
 Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the 

prompt 
 Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt 
 Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information 

from the text to develop response according to the requirements of  
the prompt 

 Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other 
information from the text as required by the prompt 

 Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability 
1 Point  

 
The features of a 1-point response are 
 A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required 

by the prompt 
 Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other 

information from the text to develop response according to the 
requirements of the prompt 

 Incomplete sentences or bullets 
0 Point  The features of a 0-point response are 

 A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt 
or is totally inaccurate 

 No response (blank answer) 
 A response that is not written in English 
 A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable 
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	The chart below shows the percentage of points that relate to Reading, Language, and Writing Standards. When reading these charts, it is essential to remember that most questions assess many standards simultaneously. Additionally, Reading Standards are divided by focus (Key Ideas, Craft and Structure, and Integration of Knowledge) to help guide instruction.   
	Area of Focus
	Approximate Percentage of Points 
	Reading Standards (RL and RI)
	100% of points require close reading
	Language and Writing Standards
	Up to 45% of points require writing and command of language
	It should be noted that Standards RL3.1 and RI3.1 undergird all questions on the tests, as all will require text-based responses. Likewise, Standards RL3.10 and RI3.10 form the heart of all text-based CCLS instruction. While not assessed directly in questions, Standards RL3.10 and RI3.10 are present on the test in the form of rigorous, worthwhile texts. 
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